
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 12, 2016 

 

Via Electronic Filing 

 

Marlene H. Dortch 

Secretary 

Federal Communications Commission 

445 12th Street SW 

Washington, D.C.  20554 

 

Re:   Amendment of Part 11 of the Commission’s Rules Regarding the Emergency 

Alert System, PS Docket No. 15-94 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 

 On December 8, 2016, the undersigned, along with Andy Scott, Vice President, 

Engineering, of NCTA – The Internet & Television Association, met with Erin McGrath, Legal 

Advisor in the Office of Commissioner O’Rielly, and Johanna Thomas, Legal Advisor in the 

Office of Commissioner Rosenworcel, regarding the above-captioned Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking on the Emergency Alert System (EAS).   

 

 During these meetings, we reviewed our member companies’ position on certain aspects 

of the proposed regulations as fully addressed in NCTA’s comments and reply comments in this 

proceeding.  In particular, we discussed concerns with the proposed certification or self-

inspection checklist requirement, false alert reporting requirement, and authentication and 

validation rules.  We described, among other points in our filings, that cable systems pass 

through EAS messages on an automated basis and, as a technical matter, cannot determine if an 

EAS transmission that has the appropriate header codes and alert tone is an unauthorized 

message.      

 

 With regard to a Further Notice, and consistent with past filings in the EAS docket, we 

expressed concern about any proposal to reverse well-established EAS all-channel override rules 

permitting force tuning in favor of imposing a mandatory selective override regime which would 

fundamentally alter existing cable EAS infrastructure.1  We also briefly reviewed our comments 

related to issues that may be addressed in a Further Notice on the definition of “programmed 

channels” under the EAS rules.           

 

                                                        
1  See e.g. NCTA Reply Comments, P.S. Dkt. No. 04-296 (filed Nov. 19, 2013).   
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 In response to questions, we described how EAS works over cable systems today and 

noted that long-term modernization of EAS should be undertaken, if at all, through a multi-

stakeholder process to address complex technical and policy challenges rather than through 

imposing new and unnecessary regulatory burdens on EAS Participants.   

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

          

       /s/ Loretta Polk 

  

Loretta Polk 

 

cc:   Erin McGrath 

        Johanna Thomas 

 


